1610]

Complications in  Germany.          439

band would hate the King. In either case there
would be enmity between them. Henry said he in-
tended to marry her to the Prince of Conde, who
scarcely cared for anything but hunting, and for
nothing less than ladies* society. He would keep
her about the Court and find in a tender and mutual,
but pure, attachment the delight and solace of that
old age which he felt to be creeping on him. Bas-
sompierre informs us in his memoirs that his love
was as warm as the chilling prospect of marriage
would allow, and the connection with the Mont-
morencys was too flattering and advantageous to be
foregone without regret. But he saw at once that
the King was determined, that unless he yielded
with a good grace he would lose both his bride and
the royal favour. In short the lover sighed, but the
courtier obeyed, and had his reward in the embraces
and flattering promises of the King. But on this
occasion at least we heartily sympathise with Char-
lotte, who when informed of the change that had
been made in the disposition of her hand, passed by
her too facile lover with a shrug and a glance that
sent him in grief and mortification to his room
where, he assures us, he spent three days without
food or sleep.

The plan arranged by the King was far from an-
swering his expectations. Cond6, it is true, grate-
fully accepted the King's pension and appeared to
be far more interested in his wife's dowry than in
her person. But when he clearly understood the
part it was intended that he should play, when he saw
the King who was usually plain in dress and pain-